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Basic Doctrines: Grace

Learning Objectives

1. Realize that Christ’s sacrifice ensures us eternal life if we accept Him
2. Become secure in your future with Him as your personal Savior

3. Respond to God’s grace by following Him

Content Outline
A. Understanding Grace
B. Accepting Grace

C. Changed by Grace

Background Material for the Presenter

During a British conference on comparative religions, experts from around the world
debated what, if any, belief was unique to the Christian faith. They began eliminating pos-
sibilities. Incarnation? Other religions had different versions of gods appearing in human
form. Resurrection? Again, other religions had accounts

of returns from death. The debate went on for some time

until Christian writer C. S. Lewis wandered into the room.
““What’s the rumpus about?’ he asked and heard in reply
that his colleagues were discussing Christianity’s unique
contribution among world religions. Lewis responded,

‘Oh, that’s easy. It’s grace.” (Yancy, p. 45) " Fﬂ
Ewmwm

In our last session we were confronted with the dreadful

phenomenon of sin, the “secret power of lawlessness” (2

Thess. 2:7, NIV). In the final section we saw that through
divine intervention a solution has been provided. What
that intervention was, and what it accomplished for us,
will be the focus of this unit’s study. What are some of the Basic Doctrines:
images God uses to teach us the plan of salvation? What Grace

is atonement? How central is the concept of substitution
to our understanding of the Cross? These are some of the FroLLOW

questions we will explore. B
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God Provides Salvation

The story of how Abraham’s loyalty was tested is well
known. God asked him to sacrifice his son Isaac. Unaware
of what God had told his father to do, and thinking that
they were simply going to offer a sacrifice somewhere,
Isaac asked why they had not taken an animal with them.
Abraham then replied with the prophetic words that find
their echo throughout the pages of the Old, as well as the : S

God Provides Salvation

New Testament: “God himself will provide the lamb for

the burnt offering.” (Gen. 22:8, NIV) Abraham had no idea of it at the time, but his words
had prophetic significance. God has indeed, “provided Himself” (as the KJV has it) the
lamb for the burnt offering.

Many people believe that the doctrine of Christ as atonement for the incurable sin of hu-
manity is solely a New Testament teaching. In fact, you often hear about Christianity as a
“new” or “young” religion, meaning that various earth and ancestor religions were around
longer. The fact is, if it’s true that God planned this from before Creation, then there’s
certainly nothing new about it. And if that’s not true, Christianity is not worth following!
As Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:19, if we only have hope in Christ for this life, and not for
eternity, “we are of all men most miserable.”

The truth is, there are numerous promises throughout the Old Testament of a coming
Redeemer who would take our sins on Himself and rescue us. It began as early as Genesis
3:15, just outside the gate of the lost Garden. God promised his erring children deliver-
ance through a man. In fact, Eve thought her first baby might be the One. She probably
thought that every time, at least for awhile. There are messianic prophecies through-

out the Psalms and the writings of both major and minor prophets. Probably the most
graphic description is found in Isaiah 53.

Some people who have never believed the doctrine of Jesus as the Son of God and Savior
of the world have had their eyes opened quite suddenly on reading this chapter in its
entirety. No matter whether you believe this was written before the Babylonian captivity
or after, it was certainly written long before Christ’s life on earth, and yet, even those who
have only been exposed to general ideas about His life easily recognize His sufferings and
death as portrayed there. It is hard to know what else that passage might mean, if you
don’t want to believe it’s about Jesus!

Jesus Christ is the center of the Old Testament. Indeed, the whole purpose of the earthly
sanctuary service was to point to the coming of the Messiah (see Hebrews 8, 9). Every-
thing prior to His entrance into the world was a mere prelude to the Cross. God waited
until the right moment. Then, when “the time had fully come” (Gal. 4:4, NIV), Christ came
to live among us.
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“Through every age, through every hour, the love of God had been exercised toward the
fallen race. Notwithstanding the perversity of men, the signals of mercy had been con-
tinually exhibited. And when the fullness of the time had come, the Deity was glorified
by pouring upon the world a flood of healing grace that was never to be obstructed or
withdrawn till the plan of salvation should be fulfilled.” (White, p. 37)

Pictures of the Miracle of Grace

How do you explain to a three-year-old child what
electricity is? How do you explain to those deep in the
African jungles, who have never traveled more than 25
miles from where they live, what traffic lights are for and
how an elevator works? How can a physicist ever hope
to explain Einstein’s relativity theory to a person whose
education was limited to elementary school? : ~ drouow

CRCRC RS

Pictures of the Miracle of Grace

God faced a communication gap that went far beyond

these examples of human communication barriers. The divine love demonstrated in the
life and death of Jesus Christ cannot be captured fully in human words. Yet, God wanted
us to have an adequate idea of what is involved in His plan of salvation. God inspired the
authors of the Scriptures to use a number of different word-pictures, each of which gives
us further insight into the mystery of His grace. None of these images should be used in
isolation from the other perspectives. Taken together, however, they will leave us with a
sense of wonder and immense gratitude.

Probably one of the most common symbols, particularly suited to an agricultural and
herding society, is the “Lamb of God.” This is hinted at in the story of Abraham, men-
tioned above, laid out unarguably in Isaiah 53, and confirmed in John 1:29 and other
gospel portrayals of John the Baptizer saying, “There is the Lamb of God, who has come
to take away the sins of the world.”

To the primarily Jewish minds this was spoken to, it was a powerful image. The sanctuary
service had dramatically demonstrated for centuries that someone as innocent as a lamb
would atone for the sin people knew very well they could never rid themselves of, no
matter how they tried.

In fact, the truth of the atonement can be further strengthened just by a cursory look at
the number of religions who co-opt it! In nearly every religion in the world, the “gods,”
(usually very angry with humanity for one reason or another) can be “appeased”
through some kind of substitute sacrifice. The devil knew the plan. He was well able to
corrupt it by suggesting that the gods could be made happy by suffering, either your
own, or better yet, your innocent child’s. From such twisted ideas come horrors like
burning a baby in the outstretched arms of Molech, or cutting out the hearts of living
victims on a pyramid in prehistoric Mexico. The truth was twisted nearly out of recogni-
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tion, but it’s buried in there.

Further symbolism used in the Bible includes the concept of “redemption,” or “buying
back.” This custom is shown in action in the book of Ruth, in which Boaz acts as “kins-
man-redeemer.” In Acts 20:28 and 1 Corinthians 6:20, Jesus is said to have “bought with
His blood” His church, or more specifically, “you.” This, too, has been twisted and cor-
rupted, so that God is seen as angry and longing for or needing revenge on somebody, so
Jesus throws Himself in the way and takes God’s anger on Himself instead, thus keeping
you and me out of this angry God’s way.

Jesus Himself confronted this concept every time He could. “The Father loves you Him-
self,” He assured His disciples in John 16:26, 27. “Neither this man nor his parents sinned
and were punished with his blindness. He will be an opportunity for God’s glory to be
displayed.” (John 9:3)

When we combine everything that is said in the Bible about the atonement, we arrive

at as full a picture as we finite human beings can absorb. Nevertheless, the image of a
ransom, of a high price paid for us, is a powerful one. “Christ redeemed us from sin, that
is, He bought us back from sin. ... What the metaphor intends is that (a) the means of our
salvation is costly and (b) we have passed from one state to another—from the state of
slavery to the state of nearness to God. A redemption means the passing over of owner-
ship at a cost.” (Vick 1968, p. 33)

So What Really Happened at Calvary?

God was angry, yes. More furious than we can ever imag-
ing, in fact. Not at Jesus. Not at us. At the deadly hell of
sin that was killing His children! He and His Son (and the
Holy Spirit) had carefully planned this, the only possible
way out, and they went through it, through more pain
than we can imagine either, for us.

S0 What Really Happened at Calvary?

------

Romans 6:23 declares that the wages of sin is death,
and Hebrews 9:22 tells us that without the shedding of
blood there is no remission of sins. The idea that blood carried special significance, that

it carried the Life, with a capital L (figuratively speaking), had been introduced early in
the history of the world. It is first mentioned immediately after the Flood, when God first
gives permission to eat meat. Genesis 9:4-6 has this to say: “But you must not eat meat
that has its lifeblood still in it. And for your lifeblood | will surely demand an account-

ing. | will demand an accounting from every animal. And from each human being, too, |
will demand an accounting for the life of another human being. Whoever sheds human
blood, by human beings shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made
humankind.” (Today’s NIV) The King James Version makes it most clear, making two
separate phrases of “the blood thereof,” which “is the life thereof.” Throughout the dietary
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laws in the five books of Moses, most notably in Leviticus, this rule remains strong and
constant: blood is life, and eating it is wrong. No doubt there are health reasons for this
prohibition, but it is the first hint, as well, that blood is life and the giving of blood and
life for another will change the life of the other. Let’s bear this in mind as we continue to
explore this concept, and see if it changes some of our reservations.

There is a lot of discussion among theologians about the doctrine of atonement. Two
main concepts are promoted. Some opt for an objective view of the atonement while oth-
ers defend a subjective view. What does this mean? The first school of thought empha-
sizes that something actually occurred at a historical point in time on a hill just outside

of Jerusalem, a concrete, historical event that provided the basis for our salvation. Other
theologians underline the fact that our response to the demonstration of Jesus’ love and
self-sacrifice on the cross is the crucial point: We are changed when we contemplate a
love so great! Both perspectives are true and, understood together, complement each
other.

The idea that Jesus Christ died in our place, so that we will not suffer eternal death but
become partakers of the life that He offers, is usually referred to as the concept of substi-
tution. To some this is an abhorrent idea, possibly in part because of the twisted versions
of it (Christian and non-Christian) with which many of us have grown up. Legalistic lan-
guage is often used, or divine wrath against sin is turned to divine wrath against us.

The amazing, astonishing, blinding truth is that God has dealt with the sin problem in the
only way He could. Sin had literally ripped a hole in the universe of love. Sinners would,
left to themselves, fall through that hole, too. God could not abandon those beloved
children of His, even though they were the ones who helped to rip the hole, and every day
ripped it bigger. Only God had Life internal and eternal that He could put down and take
up again. Only God could close the hole. It cost Him His previous existence, in ways we
likely have only faint inklings about.

Jesus volunteered to take our place! That’s what happened at the cross. This actual event,
that of His substitution in our stead, became the basis for our redemption.

Then, as a result of what Christ has done for us, as a response to His substitution in our
place, we are drawn to Him, we respond to Him, we change our attitude toward Him and
other humans beings, as well. This is the complementary, subjective side to the plan of
salvation. And on a personal level, this is the part that counts. When the historical Jesus,
the Christ, the unique Son of God, chose to shed His lifeblood for us, to give up His life so
that we might live even though we don’t deserve it, He made it possible on a very literal
and internal level for us to have a new life, previously unimaginable and impossible. We
may have, if you will, His blood now. We are flesh of His flesh, and bone of His bones.
Who could turn that down?

Yet people do. The fact is, Jesus accomplished redemption for every human being. But it
will do no one any good who does not choose for him- or herself to accept it and live that
new life. He won’t force it on anyone. It is impossible. It would no longer be His life of love.
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Theologians propose various theories of the atonement. But when everything is said and
done, there is no one theory or combination of theories that will do justice to the marvel
of God’s grace (see 1 Cor. 1:20-25). It is good to talk together about the passages of Scrip-
ture that reveal different aspects of Jesus’ sacrifice. But what Jesus did for us should be
not only a topic of debate but prayerfully contemplated and experienced. Though there’s
much we can’t understand, we have been given enough so that we can marvel at what
God has done for us in Christ.

A Parable

A man falls over the side of a boat at night. When his head
shoots above the water, the boat is gone. The water and
the sky are a disorienting black. He can see nothing. He A Parable
calls out, but no one answers. The man is a good swimmer,
but after several hours of treading water, his arms are too
tired to keep paddling, and his body is numb with cold.
Exhausted, he shuts his eyes, floating on his back. A sud- : R

den wave pulls him under. He claws his way back up to the

surface, taking a desperate breath, before the water plunges him under again. This time
his head does not reappear. But a lifeboat reaches him before he drowns. The crew pulls
his unconscious body from the water. Another boat appears and takes the crew away, but
they leave the man alone, half-conscious, in the lifeboat on the open sea with a bottle of
water and enough food for three days.

Most rescue stories do not end this way. How crazy (not to mention cruel!) is it to rescue
someone from death only to abandon that person to certain starvation? Had God merely
stopped at not eliminating the human race when they sinned, then the outcome for us
would have been no different than the all-too-certain fate of the man in the lifeboat: he
was temporarily saved from drowning, but he was not given enough food or water to
save his life.

Typically, during a successful rescue, the hapless victim is pulled or carried to shore and
given immediate medical attention until restored. God did nothing less for us. Instead of
leaving us stranded, He bodily sent Jesus to answer our distress call. Jesus came not only
to save us from drowning in our sins but to row us all the way to the shores of eternal life.

Christ Our Salvation Christ Our Sabvation

It’s easy for Christians to get sidetracked. For some, the
focus of their faith is either on the Bible, or on the church,
or on the traditions or doctrines of their church. While all fFoLLOw

-----
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these have their role, they can be very problematic if they turn us away from Jesus, who
alone is the Source of our salvation.

As Seventh-day Adventists, we often refer to “the truth” as the focus of our faith. There

is nothing wrong with that, as long as we do not reduce our concept of truth to a list of
doctrines to which we intellectually ascribe. If our faith does not find its center in the truth
as we find it in Jesus, it is not true faith. We believe in a Person who has revealed our God
to us, who has come to redeem us, who presently is our heavenly Mediator, and who will
return to take us home. Nothing else matters as much as this.

Ephesians 2:4-10 is an extraordinarily rich passage. It underlines several times that we are
saved by grace. This grace is described as “incomparable riches” (vs. 6, NIV), which issue
from God’s “great love for us” (vs. 4, NIV). This grace is gratis, free. It cannot be earned.
Our works cannot bring us eternal life. They cannot mend that rip in the universe of love.
If they did, we would have reason to boast about our own goodness, and Jesus would
never have had to come. It is God’s grace that will bring visible changes in our daily lives
and that will enable us to do “good” works (vs. 10). But even these good deeds are, es-
sentially, God’s work in us.

Let’s take another look at the opening story, of the discussion of world religions and what
is unique about Christianity. If one accepts the story given in the Bible for the origin of
evil, in the mind of a powerful being known as Lucifer who became the devil, then those
similarities in world religions become quite understandable. In an effort to gain or keep
the minds of those he would very much like to make his subjects, the devil must create
counterfeit religions, and what better way to do that than to twist the truths around and
make fake ones? Of course he has different versions of gods appearing in human form.
Of course he has accounts of returns from death. Of course one must propitiate his false
gods by sacrifices of various kinds. That way, he can manipulate a situation in which even
liberal Christian theologians can say that the story of Jesus’ resurrection is just a remake
of a much older story. But he can’t possibly fake grace. He can say it isn’t so and you have
to work hard in a desperate attempt to appease the angry god. He can say it isn’t neces-
sary, god loves everybody and everything’s going to be fine. But he can’t have any real
grace. It'’s completely foreign to him.

In the end, theologians can develop as many theories about the atonement as they
please. The ones which still contain at least some portion of the truth may be compared
with pictures taken from different sides of the Himalayas. They all show the mountains
but do not provide a complete picture. The miracle of grace cannot be reduced to a for-
mula to which we give intellectual assent. It is the ground of our faith. Christ died for us so
that we can have eternal life. Without Him, we are lost. With Him as our Savior, our future
iS secure.
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Additional Resources

The book Seventh-day Adventists will almost automatically refer to when asked about
the atoning work of Christ is Ellen G. White’s The Desire of Ages. Chapters 78
and 79 (pp. 741-768) are particularly relevant in the context of this unit. Note the
statement on page 751: “As Jesus, crucified with the thieves, was placed ‘in the
midst,” so His cross was placed in the midst of a world lying in sin. And the words
of pardon spoken to the penitent thief kindled a light that will shine to the earth’s
remotest bounds.”

Aulen, Gustav (1969). Christus Victor. New York: The MacMillan Company.
Fitzgerald, Troy (2008). 20 Questions God Wants to Ask You. Nampa, ID: Pacific Press.
Forsyth, P. T. (1909). The Cruciality of the Cross. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.

Heppenstall, Edward (1972). Our High Priest. Washington DC: Review & Herald Publish-
ing Association.

Heppenstall, Edward (1974). Salvation Unlimited. Washington DC: Review & Herald
Publishing Association.

Johnsson, W. G. (2001). Glimpses of Grace. Hagerstown, MD: Review & Herald Publish-
ing Association.

Knight, G. R. (1992). The Pharisee’s Guide to Perfect Holiness: A Study of Sin and Salva-
tion. Boise, ID: Pacific Press.

Knight, G. R. (2008). The Cross of Christ, Library of Adventist Theology. Hagerstown,
MD: Review & Herald Publishing Association.

LaRondelle, H. K. (1980). Christ Our Salvation. Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press.

McGrath, Alister (1988). Justification by Faith: What It Means to Us Today. Grand Rap-
ids, MI: Academie.

Moltmann, Jurgen (1974). The Crucified God. New York: Harper & Row.

Reid, G. W.; editor (2000). Handbook of Seventh-day Adventist Theology. Hagerstown,
MD: Review & Herald Publishing Association. Pages 271-313.

Rice, Richard (1985). The Reign of God: An Introduction to Christian Theology from a
Seventh-day Adventist Perspective. Berrien Springs, MI: Andrews University Press.
Pages 165-180.

Righteousness by Faith Consultation. “The Dynamics of Salvation,” Adventist Review,
July 31, 1980.
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Rodriguez, A. M. (2008). Spanning the Abyss.: How the Atonement Brings God and
Humanity Together. Hagerstown, MD: Review & Herald Publishing Association.

Scriven, Charles (1976). The Demons Have Had It: A Theological ABC. Nashville: South-
ern Publishing Association.

Tyner, Stuart (2006). Searching for the God of Grace. Nampa, ID: Pacific Press.

Tyner, Stuart (2009). Chosen by Grace: Seven Portraits of End-time People. Nampa,
ID: Pacific Press.

Vick, E. W. H. (1968). Let Me Assure You. Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press.

Vick, E. W. H. (1983). Is Salvation Really Free? Hagerstown, MD: Review & Herald Pub-
lishing Association.

Wade, Loron (2009). Simply Put: What God'’s Been Saying All Along. Hagerstown, MD:
Review & Herald Publishing Association.

Yancey, Philip (1997). What’s So Amazing About Grace? Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
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Discussion Questions

1. Is it hard to comprehend the idea of free grace? Which of the illustrations of grace
in the Bible help you to understand it? How do you best relate to grace?

2. How does the idea of grace make you feel? Do you feel guilty accepting such an
undeserved gift? Do you feel a security in the promise of eternal life? Are you thank-
ful for God’s love? Explain.

3. Has grace changed you? How?

4. When we behold Jesus and what He has done for us, what changes does it bring to
our lives?

5. How does grace help us to rise above sin in our lives? Give specific examples.

7. In what areas does God’s grace need to be more manifested in the church? How
can we allow grace to work its transforming power in us as individuals?

8. What could be holding you back from a deeper experience with God?
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Group Activity

Activity 1
Purpose: To consider more deeply the pervasive grace of God.

Preparation: If possible, bring a few before-and-after digital images to share with the
group to illustrate the transforming power of digital imagery. It would be especially
good if you have a participant who is knowledgeable about digital techniques and
could demonstrate. In that case, a computer would be necessary. Or possibly a digital
camera with which someone could take pictures of participants and then “doctor”
them.

Assignment: Depending on what is available, either discuss the pictures you have
brought, or make a whole activity of taking pictures and changing them.

Debrief: List some of the ways digitization can “perfect” a person’s appearance. Do
these change the way the person really is? Do they change the way others see them,
for instance making celebrities seem more perfect and giving celebrity-watchers
impossible standards to compare themselves to? Compare and contrast the changes
made in this way to the changes God brings to us. Are these changes just appear-
ances, or are they real? How deep do they go? How can you know for sure?

Time: This will vary greatly depending on whether you are only sharing pictures
(perhaps 20 minutes) or actually doing some digitizing (up to 60 minutes).

Activity 2
Purpose: To consider more deeply the pervasive grace of God.

Preparation: Make or have someone make two batches of bread dough, one with
yeast and one without. Don’t make unleavened bread, but regular bread that should
raise, except some of it is missing an important ingredient. Refrigerate them until you
are ready to use them. You will need tables, small bowls and towels for each person,
and the wherewithal to clean up.

Assignment: Part 1. (To be done near the beginning of the session.) Divide up the
balls of dough and let each person who wishes have a small ball to knead. Don’t
reveal that some dough has yeast and some doesn’t. Have them place their kneaded
dough in a bowl and cover it with a towel, leaving it to raise during the rest of the
session.

Part 2: (To be done near the end of the session.) Have people check their dough.
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Some will have raised and some will not. Now is the time to let them know some of
the dough did not contain yeast and to discuss the results.

Debrief: In the Bible, yeast is often used as a metaphor for sin, but in this case, we are
using yeast as a metaphor for grace. Some questions: Where is the yeast now? Which
part of the dough is affected by it? What happened to the dough that didn’t have
any? (You could even bake the dough if you wish, and see what happens to bread
that is baked with no yeast.) How is the yeast like grace in your life?

Time: Part one will only take about five minutes. Part 2 needs at least 15 minutes for
sharing.
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Handout 1

Key Concept 7: Grace

Scripture Focus: Exodus 25:8; Isaiah 53; Romans 5:8, 18; 2 Corinthians 3:16-18; Ephe-
sians 2:4-10; Titus 2:11-14

Concept: In Ephesians 2:5 what Paul says is clear, “it is by grace you have been
saved.” This text alone could convince us that salvation comes from Jesus alone. But
there are other texts to explore.

Connecting with Scripture

A. Find a copy of the hymn “Amazing Grace.” There were, originally, many more
stanzas; you can find them online. Study as many stanzas as you like. Which stanza
or stanzas appeal most to you? Make a list of things this song tells you about God’s
grace.

B. This is an old hymn that many grew up singing. Do you have memories of this
song? What are they? What did it mean to you?

Sharing and the Receiving Scripture

A. It’s often hard for us to view God’s grace as a gift. But that’s exactly what it is. It
can’t be bought or earned. Can the study of Scripture convince us that God really is
that good? Or does it take more than that? If so, what else does it take?

B. Read Genesis 22:6-8. This story of assurance occurs very early in the Bible. What
does it tell us about God and grace?

1. God remembered the promise made to Adam and Eve

2. Jesus’ sacrifice was the focus of the Old Testament

3. God used a father and son example to prepare us to understand God the Father/
Jesus plan

4. This story has always troubled me; a real father who came close to sacrificing his
son

5. Can you imagine the anguish Abraham must have gone through in following this
plan?

6. Other....

C. Read Exodus 25:8. What does this text have to do with God’s grace and our future
home in Heaven?
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1. Not sure why God asked for a sanctuary instead of just meeting them out in the
open desert

2. God desired a sanctuary in order to dwell with them, because God loved them
3. God wanted an earthly sanctuary to show people what the Heavenly one would
look like later

4. In reality, we are too sinful to even associate with God, so the sanctuary covered
God up

5. God wants to dwell with us even when we’ve done wrong

6. Other....

D. Read Ephesians 2:4-9. Why is it sometimes so hard to accept the fact that we’ve
been saved by grace, and that grace is a gift from Jesus?

1. We grew up in a home where we never felt loved, accepted and forgiven

2. We live in a culture where you have to earn everything; there’s nothing that’s really
free

3. We can’t be vulnerable; we can’t get over the fact that we cannot work for our
salvation too

4. We don’t freely give grace to others, so we can’t fathom receiving it, not even from
God

5. People have made promises to us before that they didn’t keep; will God’s promises
be kept?

6. Other....

E. Read Titus 2:11-14. How does the knowledge and acceptance of God’s grace change
our lives?

1. It helps us say “no” to temptation because we realize the price Jesus paid

2. We want a self-controlled life because we admire Jesus’ example of a sinless life

3. More than the present victory to look forward to, we anticipate Jesus’ second com-
ing

4. Because we’re save Jesus hopes we respond with an eagerness to do what is good
5. When we consider how unworthy we are, we see it is truly by grace that we are
saved

6. Other....

Applying the Message of Scripture

Choose one of the following options and work on a solution. If the opportunity arises,
share your solution with someone else.

Option 1: Write a few verses of you own “Amazing Grace” song, based on your own
experience. It doesn’t need to sound professional. Share it as your own personal testi-
mony of God’s grace to you.
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Option 2: Read Isaiah 53:4-6. Close your eyes and imagine the physical and emotional
pain Jesus went through to save you. Write out your gratitude in a “thank you” note
and share it.

Option 3: Is there someone you know who isn’t coming to church because they don’t
feel “good enough?” Share some of these texts with that person. Help her to under-

stand that Jesus died in order to forgive and save her. Show him the true meaning of
amazing grace by first accepting him as a friend, and then pointing him to God’s love.

Can you think of anyone who has wronged you? Ask God to help you show His grace
by offering that person forgiveness. Ask God to help you forgive this person in your
thoughts and in your actions.
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Handout 2

The dynamics of salvation

The story of our salvation is inex-
haustible. It exposes the mystery of evil
and opens the mystery of the cross
through which divine love conquers
evil. It tells the desperate condition of
the human family and God’s plan and
power to restore us into His image. It is
the incredibly good news that God has
done for us and does in us what we
could never do for ourselves and which
we do not deserve.

This story will be our study and song
forever. Our minds will continue to be
stretched by contemplation of ‘‘the
mystery hidden for ages and generations
but now made manifest to his saints’’
(Col. 1:26),* and we will discern ever
richer treasures of divine love and wis-
dom.

Yet the good news is for all. Al-
though its depths tax the sharpest intel-
lect, it is simple enough for even a child
to understand. God has made it plain
that every member of the human family

* The Revised Standard Version is used throughout this
document unless otherwise noted.

might hear and wonder, and wondering
be won by the story of divine love. He
would have every one of us come to
realize that in Jesus Christ we are ac-
cepted, redeemed, and adopted into
God’s family on earth and in heaven.
This assurance turns despair into hope,
and desolation to joy; for the trans-
forming power of God’s love makes us
new men and women in Christ.

Seventh-day Adventists understand
the gospel in a particular setting. We see
it in the light of the final, end-time
messages of the three angels of Revela-
tion 14:6-12. Our task is to complete the
proclamation of the ‘‘everlasting gos-
pel’” to all the world just prior to the
return of our Lord. It is the same story,
the eternal story, the one story from
Genesis to Revelation—the message of
the third angel, we are told, centers in
justification by faith (Evangelism, p.
190)—but it is proclaimed in the context
of the final events of earth’s history and
of Christ’s ministry in heaven (Daniel 7,
8; Revelation 3, 4; Hebrews 8-10).

We also see a cosmic dimension in

}
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the story of our salvation. The divine
plan reconciles all things in heaven and
earth through the cross of Christ (Col.
1:20). The agelong conflict between
good and evil originated in heaven in the
rebellion of Lucifer against God. It

Background on the statement “The dynamics of salvation”

In ‘“An Open Letter to the Church’> (ADVENTIST

““The Dynamics of Salvation’’ is a study document,

REVIEW, May 24, 1979), the president of the General
Conference, Neal C. Wilson, announced the intention of
the denomination to convene a representative group ‘‘to
survey and study difficult theological issues’” and share
the results with the church. This group, the Righteous-
ness by Faith Consultation, consisting of 145 members,
was appointed and met in Washington, D.C., Octo-
ber 3-4, 1979.

The consultation appointed an editorial committee of
24 members to prepare for publication the materials
growing out of the meeting. The editorial committee met
February 4-7, 1980, and the paper ‘‘The Dynamics of
Salvation”’ was prepared for eventual publication in the
ADVENTIST REVIEW. However, it was first distributed to
the full membership of the consultation for critique and
then revised in harmony with the responses. The result is
the statement ‘‘“The Dynamics of Salvation’ printed in
this issue of the ADVENTIST REVIEW. While this article is
the product of the Righteousness by Faith Consultation,
it also reflects discussions at previous meetings devoted
to a study of righteousness by faith.

not a creedal statement. It attempts to set forth what
Seventh-day Adventists believe about salvation through
Jesus Christ. It seeks to combine theological accuracy
with clarity and practicality, so that the reader may
experience the benefits of salvation and not merely grasp
its theory.

Certain aspects of this inexhaustible theme, such as
the nature of Christ, perfection, and original sin, are not
dealt with in detail in this paper. They may be taken up
later as subjects of the church’s ongoing discussions.
““The Dynamics of Salvation’’ should be considered as a
whole, in order that the balance of the various parts may
be discerned.

Responses from readers will be welcome, but cannot
be acknowledged or replied to personally. Such re-
sponses will be useful in evaluation of the document and
in possible further refinement of it. Send responses
to: Biblical Research Institute, 6840 Eastern Avenue
NW., Washington, D.C. 20012. W. R. LESHER

Director
Biblical Research Institute
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spread to this earth, as our first parents
yielded to the tempter; thus sin became
part of us, and our world became the
arena in which Christ battles with Satan
for our allegiance.

The law of God, which is an expres-
sion of His character, plays a central
role in this controversy. Lucifer denied
the justice and goodness of the law,
rejected its authority, and claimed that it
could not be obeyed; he and his subjects
continue to oppose it. In saving men and
women from rebellion and sin, there-
fore, God remains true to His own
character and His law; His gracious ac-
tivity which saves us at the same time
vindicates His character and law, and
reconciles the world unto Himself (2
Cor. 5:19; Patriarchs and Prophets, pp.
68, 69).

This study focuses on the dynamics of
salvation. It does not attempt to embrace
all aspects of the plan of salvation, even
as it does not claim to plumb all the
depths of its mysteries. Its concern is
with men and women, here and now; it
endeavors to tell plainly the good news
that God has for us. This good news, the
gospel, is so utterly different from
human modes of thought that it is star-
tling. It is easily distorted or lost or
obscured—even by theological debate.
Therefore it must be told and retold,
probed ever more deeply, heard once
and ever anew.

Section 1. Humanity’s desperate
need

Before we can accept the good news,
we must recognize our desperate need.
‘We must see that we can do nothing to
restore ourselves to God, or to improve
our evil nature: our condition is hope-
less. To such poverty—mental, physi-
cal, spiritual—God’s salvation comes.

1. We stand condemned before God
(Rom. 3:19, 20). We are rebels at heart
and rebels in deed, alienated from God
and from one another. Even our ‘‘right-
eous deeds’’ are as ‘‘filthy rags’’
(K.J.V.) in His sight (Isa. 64:6), be-
cause even our motives at best are
mixed: we glory in our reputation; we
are proud of our good works; we com-
pare ourselves with others. When we
see ourselves as God sees us, we know
that we are a mixmure of good and evil,
always a bundle of conflicting desires,
emotions, and aspirations. In our inner-
most being we are corrupt: ‘“The whole
head is sick, and the whole heart faint.
From the sole of the foot even to the
head, there is no soundness in it, but
bruises and sores and bleeding wounds’’
(chap. 1:5, 6).

Nor can we change our standing be-
fore God. No sacrifice, no gift, no act of
devotion—no work of any sort—can

4 (964)

restore the broken relationship. Our first
parents were created in God’s image, but
that image became defaced (Gen. 1:27;
Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 294); after their
fall they fled from the presence of God.
““Sin has marred and well-nigh ob-
literated the image of God in man’’
(Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 595), and
we are still running from Him.

2. We are alienated from our true
selves. We are torn by doubts and con-
flicts; we are frightened by the depths of
sin which we see in others, and we feel
within ourselves the surge of the same
evil. We are burdened by guilt, for we

fall short of the glory of God (Rom.
3:23). We proclaim our freedom, but
are subject to the yoke of bondage (Gal.
5:1) and are slaves of corruption (2
Peter 2:19).

3. We are alienated also from one
another. We seek to gather to ourselves
riches, and to grow in reputation at the
expense of others; so we are jealous and
suspicious, envious and crafty, insensi-
tive and cruel (Jer. 17:9). The network
of human relations established by the
Creator lies in tatters (Rom. 1:28-32);
we seek to patch them here and there,
but all our efforts are fragmentary and
inadequate.

4. We are alienated from the created
world. God appointed us to have ‘‘do-
minion’’ over the world (Gen. 1:26; Ps.
8:6), but we have turned stewardship
into exploitation. We ravage the re-
sources of the earth, consuming them
greedily, and turning all we find to our
own selfish ends (Rev. 11:18).

So humanity is in a desperate condi-
rion. All our plans, hopes, and efforts
are corrupted by our sinfulness. Indi-
vidually and collectively we stand con-
demned for what we have done and for
what we are, for the spirit of rebellion
against God that is part of us, for our
all-encompassing alienation and sin
(Rom. 5:18; Steps to Christ, pp. 19-
25).

We are lost, full of anxiety and lone-
liness. And we are unable to help our-
selves.

Section 2. The divine initiative

The good news of the Bible is that
God has taken the initiative to save us.
He comes to us in our lostness, offering
salvation in all its abundance.

The gospel reverses all human under-
standing and endeavors. By nature we
operate on the principles of achieve-
ment: the reward should match the per-
formance. But the good news is that
“‘the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord”> (Rom. 6:23,
K.J.V.). For ‘‘where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound’’ (chap.
5:20, K.J.V.). God is generous in His
love, extravagant beyond our compre-
hension.

Throughout the Bible, God takes the
initiative to save. With the first sin He
came seeking; and His call, ‘‘ “Where
are you?’’’ (Gen. 3:9), echoes down
the ages. He calls Abraham and makes
him the father of the faithful (chaps.
12:1-3; 15:6-21; Heb. 11:8-10). In
Egypt He initiates the rescue of the
Hebrew tribes from slavery (Ex. 3:6-10),
and in Babylon He intervenes again to
bring them home from exile (2 Chron.
36:22, 23).

This saving activity of God is ex-
pressed by the word righteousness. The
Bible shows God’s righteousness by
what He does: it is not merely a state;
rather, it manifests itself uniquely in
saving activity. And in that activity
Israel finds hope. So the psalmist ex-
claims, ‘‘Lead me, O Lord, in thy
righteousness’” (Ps. 5:8) and “‘In thy
righteousness deliver me”’ (chaps. 31:1;
71:2), while God announces, ‘* ‘I bring
near My righteousness, it is not far off;
and My salvation will not delay’ *” (Isa.
46:13; cf. 51:5; 56:1; etc., N.A.S.B.).
So we can say that God’s righteousness
brings salvation; therefore God is called
“‘the Lord our righteousness’” (Jer. 23:6,
K.J.V.).

The saving righteousness of God is
not in conflict with His eternal law. At
Sinai the law was given in written form
as part of God’s saving act, to define the
terms of the covenant relationship be-
tween God and His earthly children, but
not as a means of salvation. The law
warns that God ‘‘will not justify the
wicked”” (Ex. 23:7, K.J.V.); yet before
Him ‘‘no man living is righteous’’ (Ps.
143:2, N.A.S.B.). And since God as
““‘the Judge of all the earth’”” (Gen.
18:25) cannot act unjustly, every person
must expect a sentence of condemnation
on the basis of his performance. Realiz-
ing this, the psalmist pleads, ‘‘Do not
enter into judgment with Thy servant™
(Ps. 143:2, N.A.S.B.). For the law,
given by God’s initiative, tells men and
women what to do, but not how to gain
salvation; only God can create a clean
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heart (chap. 51:10), and the prophet
announces that God’s Chosen One ‘‘will
justify the many, as He will bear their
iniquities. . . . He Himself bore the sin of
many, and interceded for the transgres-
sors’’ (Isa. 53:11, 12, N.A.S.B.).

In Jesus Christ the divine initiative
reaches a unique climax. God had con-
tinually intervened to bring salvation;
now, in a supreme act of self-giving,
God the Son becomes the incarnate
Christ. ‘“The Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us’’ (John 1:14, K.J.V.).
He became one with us, sharing our lot,
showing us what true humanity—hu-
manity made in the image of God—is
like. He suffered and was tested, strug-
gling with the tempter (Heb. 2:14, 17,
5:7-9). He ‘‘was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin’’ (chap.
4:15, K.J.V.). By word and life, by
death and resurrection, the God-man,
Jesus Christ, brings the good news of
God’s love for us and the salvation He
provides (John 3:16).

Over and over the life and teachings
of Jesus reveal God’s character (chap.
1:18). Instead of shrinking in terror or
running in rebellion from Him, we are
to call Him ‘‘our Father’” (Matt. 6:9).
All that we see of goodness, care, and
loving provision in human fatherhood is
at best a faint reflection of the heavenly
Father. He is the divine Provider, who
cares even for the birds and lilies (verses
25-34); He is the divine Lover, who
counts everyone on earth as His child,
even though His fatherhood is not ac-
knowledged (chap. 5:43-48); He is the
divine Giver, who delights to pour His
blessings upon His children (chap. 7:7-
12).

His generosity amazes us. He
lavishes salvation; we do nothing to
earn it. He is not an angry sovereign,
nor a demanding judge. Rather, He
pours out liberally, without regard to
what we deserve. Our only condition is
our need; we have no claim on Him at
all (cf. Matt. 18:23-25; 20:1-16; Luke
18:9-14).

God’s grace always surprises the
self-righteous. It is the so-called
‘“‘righteous’” who challenge the teach-
ings of Jesus; they cannot comprehend
the idea that salvation is really totally
free. They cling to some vestige of
meritorious human activity, some rem-
nant of their own achievement in which
they may find secret satisfaction (Matt.
21:31; Luke 14:11).

The mission of Jesus corresponds
with this revelation of God. He comes
as the One sent of the Father (John 5:36,
37), the living embodiment of divine
love to a lost world. He has come not to
condemn us but to save us (chap. 3:16-
21; Matt. 1:21).

And this mission exemplifies libera-
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tion (Luke 4:16-21). He sets us free
from the captivity of the evil one. He
sets us free from eternal death (Heb.
2:14, 15). He sets us free from guilt. He
proclaims ‘ ‘the acceptable year of the
Lord’ >’ (Luke 4:19), offering forgive-
ness to all who believe. We come to Him
downcast, burdened, enslaved; we go
away rejoicing, made new to live as sons
and daughters of the God who forgives.

Jesus’ mission of liberation led in-
evitably to the cross. He foresaw it,
shrank from it, but accepted it in con-
formity with the divine will. His whole

life had pointed to it; as important as it
was for Him to live among us and for
us, it was only by His death that God
could save us (Rom. 3:21-26; Funda-
mentals of Christian Education, p.
382).

He was ‘‘the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world”’ (Rev. 13:8,
K.J.V.). Before the world was created,
God had covenanted to meet the crisis of
sin and death (The Desire of Ages, p.
22; The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen
G. White Comments, vol. 5, p. 1149).
Sin is not a light thing, and God does
not lightly pass over it; the divine ini-
tiative meets the demands of the broken
law. God is just, and the justifier of him
who believes in Jesus (Rom. 3:26)—
through the cross. God would not only
become flesh and struggle with tempta-
tion without succumbing to it (Heb.
4:15); in the climactic act of the incred-
ible series of divine initiatives, He
would die on a despised cross, vi-
cariously for us all. ‘‘Being found in
human form he humbled himself and
became obedient unto death, even death
on a cross’’ (Phil. 2:8).

Jesus died for every person at every
place and in every time. This was the
event toward which the sacrifices of the
Old Testament pointed. It reconciled the
world to God (2 Cor. 5:19); it delivered
humanity from the power of Satan; it
opened the door to a life in union with
God. As Christians we are therefore not
ashamed of the cross; it is the guarantee

of our forgiveness, the ground of our
assurance, and the pledge of our eternal
life in God. ‘‘But far be it from me to
glory except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ’’ (Gal. 6:14; Testimonies
to Ministers, pp. 161, 162).

While the cross and resurrection of
Christ are the focal point of the ages (cf.
Heb. 9:26), the divine initiative does
not end with them. The risen Christ,
ascended to the right hand of the Father,
asks for the Holy Spirit to be sent to the
world (John 14:16, 26). The Spirit had
always prompted men and women to
follow God; now He comes in a new
way. Without Him our will is weak, so
bent toward evil that we cannot of our-
selves choose the good. But He ener-

gizes the will so that we can respond to

the good news and accept the gift of
salvation (chap. 3:5-8; 7:17; Phil. 2:13).
In this way the ministry of Jesus is
perpetuated: the Spirit convicts the world
of sin, righteousness, and judgment
(John 16:8).

The story of salvation is thus the story
of grace and love. The God who de-
lights to forgive has redeemed the world
by Jesus Christ. At every point in the
story, God takes the initiative.

Section 3. The human response to
grace

While Christ by His death has re-
deemed the world and paid the penalty
of every sin, not every person actually
will experience salvation. Why is this?
Because God does not coerce, not even
for our best good. He has provided sal-
vation as a gift, but He does not force
that gift upon us. He has made recon-
ciliation, but we must agree to be
reconciled.

The human response to grace centers
in faith, and the essence of faith is trust,
taking God at His word (Rom. 14:23;

Heb. 11:1). In the Bible, a great ex-

ample of faith is Abraham, of whom
Paul quotes from the Old Testament that
he *‘believed God, and it was reckoned
to him as righteousness’” (Rom. 4:3; cf.
Gen. 15:6). Here, in the context of a
covenant made by God, Abraham’s
faith is not simply an intellectual assent
but a total response of trust in the
promising word of God. It is a readiness
to submit himself entirely to God and to
accept His word. In this act of faith,
Abraham is in a right relationship with
God, and obedience is the result (Heb.
11:8). Thus he obeys God and is cir-
cumcised (Gen. 17:22-27). Faith in the
Biblical sense is never merely a mental
act but always a relationship of ‘‘faith
working through love’’ (Gal. 5:6,
N.A.S.B.; cf. The SDA Bible Com-
mentary, Ellen G. White Comments,
vol. 6, p. 1111; Selected Messages,
book 1, p. 398).
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There is no merit in faith itself. We
are not saved by faith but by grace:
““For by grace you have been saved
through faith’> (Eph. 2:8); ‘‘There is
nothing in faith that makes it our sav-
iour.”’—The SDA Bible Commentary,
Ellen G. White Comments, vol. 6, p.
1071. Instead, faith is the means, the
instrument, by which we claim God’s
gift of salvation (Selected Messages,
book 1, p. 363). The cross alone is our
salvation; faith is our personal accep-
tance of the cross as God’s decisive act
in our behalf.

Without the drawing of God, no per-
son will come to Him (John 6:44; ibid.,
p- 390). Our faces are turned away from

© Him and we lack even the desire to
return. Our will is so weakened that we
continually choose only evil (Jer.
13:23). But the Holy Spirit empowers
our wills, awakening within us a long-
ing for God. He leads us to repent: we
are sorry for sin and turn from it as we
reach out in faith to receive God’s gift
(The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen G.
‘White Comments, vol. 6, p. 1073; The
Desire of Ages, p. 175). Thus faith
itself is a gift from God offered to us all
(Eph. 2:8; Selected Messages, book 2,
p. 375) through the Scriptures.

We cannot fully comprehend the
manner in which the Holy Spirit ener-
gizes our wills to produce faith, We may
say that we receive God’s salvation be-
cause we have chosen to do so, but we
must affirm also that whatever is human
in faith is possible only because of the
divine initiative in the work of the Holy
Spirit. Thus there can be no ‘‘boasting”’
in our faith (Rom. 3:27).

The possibility of faith is also the
possibility of its rejection. We may re-
sist the urging of the Spirit and spurn the
gift held out by God. By doing so we
condemn ourselves, for we have
spurned grace and despised love (John
3:18, 19).

The results of the salvation appro-
priated by faith are all-embracing: we
are radically reoriented; we have both a
new status and a new life. In the fol-
lowing sections of this paper we shall
study in turn the new status and the new
life in Christ. We must realize, how-
ever, that, while these aspects may be
distinguished for the sake of clarity of
discussion, they are never separated in
experience. God’s saving activity which
declares us to be His sons and daughters
is at the same time a transforming rela-
tionship (Rom. 5:1-5; Titus 3:5; Heb.
10:16, 17; Thoughts From the Mount of
Blessing, p. 114).

Section 4. The new status in Christ

The new status in Christ is too rich to
be encompassed by any one term.
Among the many expressions used in
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the Bible to describe this reality, the
principal ones are justification, recon-
ciliation, forgiveness, adoption, and
sanctification. Each of these terms,
while commonly employed by Chris-
tians, has a distinctive Biblical usage
and meaning.

1. Justification. This word comes
from the setting of a law court. We are
regarded as criminals, arraigned at the
bar of God’s justice. As the law is read
out to us, we know that we are guilty.
Even if we could plead innocent in
terms of external compliance, the law
probes our motives and desires, and
shatters our defenses: ‘“The law is spir-

itual; but I am carnal, sold under sin’’
(Rom. 7:14). But now there is a stir in
the court. Our Advocate rises to speak
in our behalf. Instead of agreeing to our
death, He presents His own death; while
acknowledging our disobcdience, He
points to His own obedience. Instead of
claiming our righteousness, He covers
us with His own righteousness (Christ’s
Object Lessons, p. 311). Thus He
stands for us as our Representative (The
Desire of Ages, p. 357; The SDA Bible
Commentary, Ellen G. White Com-
ments, vol. 7, p. 925) and Substitute
(Selected Messages, book 1, pp. 256,
258). Because of Him, the verdict is
pronounced, ‘‘Acquitted!”” We go forth
free from the accusations of the law that
previously had condemned us. This is
the meaning of justification by grace
through faith (Rom. 3:21-26).

2. Reconciliation. The picture here is
drawn from human relations. Friends
have fallen out; bitter feelings of es-
trangement have taken hold. One party,
however, has already acted to restore
the relationship; He has gone to the full
extent, and beyond human expectation,
thought, or activity, to make matters
right. God has once again taken the
initiative; He has ‘‘reconciled us to
Himself through Christ”” (2 Cor. 5:18,
N.A.S.B.). So far as He is concerned,
all cause of ill will has been removed.
But the second party remains alienated.
He harbors feelings of guilt for the ac-
tivities which led to the disruption of

relationships; he feeds upon his hostili-
ties. One day, however, the hopeless-
ness of the situation and the magnanim-
ity of the first party touch his heart. He
turns around and is reconciled (2 Cor.
5:20; cf. Rom. 5:10; Thoughts From
the Mount of Blessing, pp. 115, 116).

3. Forgiveness. This word is related
to the world of financial transactions.
According to Jesus’ parable of the two
debtors, we are confronted with a debt
that we can never repay. It is so im-
mense that we can never hope to cope
with it (Matt. 18:25-35). This debt rep-
resents our sin. In the midst of this
hopeless condition, however, God
freely cancels the debt through Jesus
Christ. ‘‘Christ died for our sins’ (1
Cor. 15:3). All of our accounts are fully
paid up; we enjoy the status of those
who have no more debts of sin, and who
therefore forgive their debtors (Matt.
18:32, 33).

4. Adoption. This model is one of
family relationships. We are in a
wretched condition, orphans in a hostile
world. We seek a home, a place of
acceptance, a place to belong. We are
‘‘aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants
of promise, having no hope, and with-
out God in the world”” (Eph. 2:12,
K.J.V.). Then one day we are adopted.
Our Father completes all formalities,
paying the full adoption price and thus
making us His own children. He wel-
comes us into His home and gives us all
its rights and privilcges, We receive the
full status of His sons and daughters.
““When the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth His Son, made of
a woman, made under the law, to re-
deem them that were under the law, that
we might receive the adoption of sons’’
(Gal. 4:4, 5, K.J.V.; cf. Rom. 8:15;
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 250).

5. Sanctification. This word is usu-~
ally employed by Christians to denote
growth toward the divine ideal. In the
Bible, however, it has a wider range of
meaning, often signifying new status.
Thus, it frequently means *‘dedication’”
or ‘‘consecration,”” as when Paul ad-
dresses his letters to ‘the “‘sanctified
ones’’ or ‘‘saints’’ (e.g., Rom. 1:7; 1
Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1; Eph. 1:1). He
likewise writes to the Corinthians,
‘“You were washed, you were sancti-
fied, you were justified’” (1 Cor. 6:11).
The significance is drawn from the
sanctuary setting. In Israel everything
and everyone associated with the sanc-
tuary had to be set apart from profane
use and ‘‘consecrated’’ to God’s serv-
ice. So, in a world in revolt, God has
those who belong to Him, who are set
apart from the world and separated unto
Him. Because they have accepted His
grace through faith, they no longer be-
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fong to the prince of evil. They are
stamped with God’s own identifying
stamp; they are His own property,
which He holds dear amid the turmoil of
this world (Phil. 2:15; Testimonies to
Ministers, pp. 49, 50).

These terms—ijustification, reconcili-
ation, forgiveness, adoption, and sanc-
tification—along with the concepts they
entail, all point to our new status as
Christians. They tell us how lofty are
our privileges and how holy is the name
with which we are named (The SDA
Bible Commentary, Ellen G. White
Comments, vol. 6, p. 1070).

These terms also suggest responsi-
bility. Because we are sons and daugh-
ters of the King of heaven, we are to live
in a manner that befits our royal status.
Having been acquitted in court because
Jesus has taken our place, we will show
our gratitude by the way we live. Since
we have become aware of the divine
measures, even Christ’s death on the
cross, which led to our reconciliation,
we can no longer take lightly a knowl-
edge of God. With the crushing burden
of our guilt rolled away, we will beware
of coming under the bondage of debt
again. Now that we are no longer alone
and estranged, we will rejoice in our
new family and seek to honor its name.
Because God has called us apart from
the world, we cannot maintain its life
style and pursue its goals and ambitions
(2 Cor. 6:16-18).

We therefore have a new attitude
toward sin and sinning. The lordship of
sin has been broken in our lives; we are
servants of Christ, yielding our mem-
bers ‘‘as instruments of righteousness’’
(Rom. 6:12-19). We can do all things
through Christ who strengthens us (Phil.
4:13). God desires us to have victory
over every sin: ‘‘My little children, I am
writing this to you so that you may not
sin’” (1 John 2:1). But even if we slip
and fall, our sins are not entirely like
those of the unredeemed. The acts may
seem identical from an external view-
point, but the inner attitude toward them
is radically different. The nonbeliever is
at home in sin, unmindful of its conse-
quences and of God, and often in delib-
erate rebellion against His law. When
the believer sins, he hates his sin and
sinning, because it was the cause of the
death of his Saviour, and he does not
want to crucify the Son of God again
(chap. 3:4-10; Heb. 6:6; The Great
Controversy, p. 508).

As long as we stand in the faith rela-
tionship with God, we retain our new
status as His sons and daughters.
Though at times we are overcome by
temptation, we are not cast off, because
we still have an Advocate with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous (1 John
2:1), who is faithful and just to forgive
ADVENTIST REVIEW, JULY 31, 1980

us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness (chap. 1:9). We remain
members of the divine family. It is not
the occasional good deed or misdeed but
the general trend of the life that indi-
cates the direction in which we are
moving—whether we have become reb-
els at heart again or are still standing in
the relationship of faith (Steps to Christ,
pp- 57, 58; The Ministry of Healing, p.
249).

The new status involves the new re-
lationship. One cannot be divorced from
the other. Having received God's gift of
salvation, we now live by faith. We
need to reach out to God day by day in

loving trust, turning from pride in our-
selves and relying entirely upon Him.
The relationship will grow and
strengthen; if not, it will wither and die.
God would have the former, but He will
not prevent the latter. He will not violate
the element of human freedom in faith.
If we allow the new relationship to die,
we can no longer claim the benefits of
the new status of salvation (Heb. 6:4-8;
John 15:4-8; Selected Messages, book
1, p. 366).

Section 5. The new life in Christ

The new status in Christ is insepar-
ably related to new life. The gift of
salvation, received by faith, makes us
new persons. The divine, initiating love
evokes within us a responding love, and
we are changed progressively into the
likeness of God. This change has sev-
eral related dimensions.

1. New birth. No one can fully un-
ravel the mystery of the new birth. The
Holy Spirit works upon us, and we are
“‘born again”’ or ‘‘regenerated’’ (John
3:4-8). There is a fundamental change
in the direction of our life, our attitudes,
our values. We retain our individuality,
but now it is no longer self-centered; we
have turned away from feeding our ego
and toward serving God and man.
““That which is born of the flesh is flesh,
and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit’” (verse 6).

2. Restoration. Under the power of
the Spirit, the nearly obliterated image

of God in us is in the process of contin-
ual restoration.

There is a restoration of the mental,
physical, and spiritual person (1 Thess.
5:23). Instead of anxiety and inner con-
flict, we have *‘the peace of God, which
passes all understanding’” (Phil. 4:7).
We have the abiding joy of the Lord,
willing to do His will and good pleasure
(chap. 2:13), and living for His glory.
We honor Him in our body, the temple
of the Holy Spirit, presenting it as a
“‘living sacrifice’’ in service (1 Cor.
6:19, 20; Rom. 12:1, 2).

There is a restoration of interpersonal
relationships. We see all persons as God
sees them without pride of race, social
class, sex, or religion: All are one in
Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:28). We love
others: we appreciate them for what
they are; we seek to understand the
circumstances that have molded their
lives; we care for them with Christlike
concern.

There is a restoration of relationships
with the physical world. In sin the do-
minion over the earth given to our first
parents (Gen. 1:26) is exploited; now
responsible stewardship under Christ is
restored. We regard the world’s re-
sources as God’s gifts to us.

3. Growth. The new life is one of
growth in Christ. The divine image in us
is progressively restored as we, by be-
holding our Lord, are transformed by
the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:18). This process is
commonly termed sanctification, al-
though the Bible refers to it in various
ways. ‘‘Let us cleanse ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per-
fecting holiness in the fear of God’” (2
Cor. 7:1, K.J.V.). We thus may *‘‘grow
up into him in all things’” (Eph. 4:15,
K.J.V.; cf. Prophets and Kings, p. 233;
Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 350; The SDA
Bible Commentary, Ellen G. White
Comments, vol. 5, pp. 1146, 1147).

Spiritual growth is reflected in our
words and actions. These ‘‘works,”’
however, are the result of our salvation
and not the means of it. Through the
indwelling Spirit we bear the fruit of
‘“‘love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control”’ (Gal. 5:22, 23). This fruit is
evidence that we have become sons and
daughters of God (The SDA Bible
Commentary, Ellen G. White Com-
ments, vol. 6, p. 1111).

The Christian life involves a new re-
lationship to God’s law. Instead of re-
senting divine instruction and seeking to
evade it, we now delight to know God’s
will and to follow it (Ps. 40:8). We put
our will on the side of God’s will and
shun every known sin; thus His law
comes to fulfillment in our lives (Rom.
8:1-4; 13:8-10; Gal. 5:14).

The path of obedience leads us into
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ever-increasing understanding of God’s
will for us (Prov. 4:18). From its mag-
nification in the life and teachings of
Jesus, we see that it is far more than a
set of rules that call for external com-
pliance. We see that it searches even our
thoughts and motives, and the desires
and intents of the heart. Further, obedi-
ence is not merely the absence of trans-
gression; it is a life of positive good-
ness. It centers in unstudied, loving
activity in relation to every person
whose life we touch. It is a life that, in
its own sphere, mirrors the life of God
in His, as ‘‘the impulse to help and bless
others springs constantly from within”’
(Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 384; Matt.
5:20-48; Thoughts From the Mount of
Blessing, pp. 76-78).

With this understanding, we cannot
attempt to enumerate our obedience to
God’s law. Even if we were able to list
deeds of evil that we have avoided and
deeds of kindness that we have done, we
could not count the secrets of our own
hearts. Nor could we say that we have
loved as we might have loved, as God
loves.

The life of obedience is properly
measured by the degree to which we
have completely entrusted ourselves to
Christ. We have laid aside trust in our-
selves. The more Christlike we become,
the less we will trust ourselves and the
more we will realize how far short of the
divine pattern we still are. But by faith
we are clothed with the perfect right-
eousness of Christ, which has met all
the requirements of the law. “‘Our de-
pendence is not in what man can do; it is
in what God can do for man through
Christ. When we surrender ourselves
wholly to God, and fully believe, the
blood of Christ cleanses from all sin.
The conscience can be freed from con-
demnation. Through faith in His blood,
all may be made perfect in Christ Jesus.
Thank God that we are not dealing with
impossibilities. We may claim sanctifi-
cation.”’—Selected Messages, book 2,
p. 32.

4. Grace and faith. We do not live
the Christian life in a manner other than
the way in which we first accepted sal-
vation. Having accepted salvation
through faith, we do not now trust in
human accomplishment (Gal. 3:1-5). At
every point in the new life, from its
beginning to its ultimate glorification,
we depend entirely on grace received
through faith. ‘‘As therefore you re-
ceived Christ Jesus the Lord, so live in
him’” (Col. 2:6; Steps to Christ, p. 69).
By the Holy Spirit, God works in us
“‘both to will and to do of his good
pleasure’” (Phil. 2:13, K.J.V.). It is the
divine initiative which sustains our life
in Christ, even as it brought it into being
(The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen G.
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White Comments, vol. 6, p. 1071).

We are to nurture faith. Gtowth is not
automatic; obedience is not mechanical.
God wills to re-create us in His image,
but we must be willing to foster our
relation with Him (John 15:1-8). We are
to feed on His Word, commune with
Him in prayer, and tell what He has
done for us (2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 1 Thess.
5:17; Mark 5:19). Day by day we are to
understand His will more fully, and ex-
perience new dimensions of commit-
ment.

5. Assurance. The new life involves
assurance (Heb. 10:19-22). Our salva-
tion was secured by the most decisive

divine act in history: Christ’s death and
resurrection. We know that He who has
begun a good work in us will not leave
us to struggle alone. We know that, so
long as we put our trust in Him, He will
hold us by a hand that will never let us
go (The Ministry of Healing, p. 182).
He is able to complete His purposes in
us, presenting us blameless before His
presence with exceeding joy (Phil. 1:6;
1 Cor. 1:8; 1 Thess. 5:23). Already we
have passed from death to life; already
the Spirit bears witness with our spirit
that we are sons and daughters of God (1
John 3:14; 5:18-20; Rom. 8:16). He
gives us His peace in the midst of strife,
and His strength sufficient for our every
need (John 14:27; 2 Cor. 12:9). Not
only has God in Christ made the once-
for-all sacrifice for our sins, but we now
have a great High Priest in the heavenly
sanctuary, where He ever lives to make
intercession for us and to send forth
timely help from the throne of grace
(Heb. 7:25; 4:16; Selected Messages.
book 2, pp. 32, 33).

6. Praise. So we rejoice in the Lord
(Ps. 20:5; Phil. 4:4). In every experi-
ence of life, in the darkness as well as
the light, He is with us (Heb. 13:5). His
yoke is easy; He gives us rest (Matt.
11:28-30). ‘‘Rooted and built up in him
and established in the faith,”” we abound
in thanksgiving (Col. 2:7). In every-
thing He is working for our good; “¢ ‘we
are more than conquerors through him
who loved us’”’ (Rom. 8:28, 37). The

Sabbath is the celebration of His cre-
ation, His salvation, and His liberating
presence. Indeed, every duty of life is
consecrated to the Lord of love who has
set us free. Through the faithful per-
formance of even the humblest task and
by lovingly sharing the good news of
salvation, we seek to bring glory to our
heavenly Father (Matt. 5:13-16; Col-
porteur Ministry, p. 77).

Section 6. The consummation

‘““‘Beloved, we are God’s children
now; it does not yet appear what we
shall be, but we know that when he
appears we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is. And every one
who thus hopes in him purifies himself
as he is pure’’ (1 John 3:2, 3). This is
the goal of a sanctified life in Christ.

Now our devotion is flawed, our de-
sires are confused. Now we know in
part. Now we are beset by doubts in the
midst of peace, disappointments in the
midst of joy. Now our obedience is
hampered by our frailty. One day,
however, we shall be like Him. ‘‘Our
citizenship is in heaven, from which
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform
the body of our humble state into con-
formity with the body of His glory, by
the exertion of the power that He has
even to subject all things to Himself’”
(Phil. 3:20, 21, N.A.S.B.).

Time reaches toward this climactic
end. We live in the end-time. The pro-
phetic time clock signaled that in 1844
the final phase of the great controversy
between good and evil commenced with
God’s pre-Advent judgment. The peo-
ple of God in all ages have looked
forward to God’s judgment (Revelation
5). They have waited expectantly for it
as the time when God’s people will be
vindicated and the universe restored to a
perfect, sinless state. So in this judg-
ment hour (chap. 14:6-12) we thank
God for Christ our Advocate, through
whom alone we may stand in the judg-
ment, whose love motivates us to holy
living, and who soon will deliver all
things to the Father (1 Cor. 15:24-28).

The consummation is at hand. It is
God’s final initiative in His saving ac-
tivity.

Thus the dynamics of salvation for-
ever center in the righteousness of God
and His Son. God’s righteousness en-
compasses the sweep of our needs: it
leads us from guilt to justification, from
sinfulness to sanctifjcation, from alien-
ation to restoration and on to glorifica-
tion. It brings about the decisive change
from slavery to sin to new life in Christ,
from bondage in fear to joy in the Spirit.
Salvation is from the Lord; the Lord is
our righteousness! (Jonah 2:9; Jer.
23:6). ()
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