
Noble Prince of Peace
For use: January 24 - 30
Texts: Isaiah 9:1-5; Isaiah 9:6, 7; Isaiah 9:8-10:34; Isaiah 11; Isaiah 12:1-6

We live in a world where people clamor for peace, peace in our nations, peace
in our communities, peace in our homes. It might be any change such as a
new year, or the change of seasons, but with newness we long for peace that
has eluded us in the past. New experiences come with new expectations.

Each comes with hope. 

Each comes with promise.

Each comes with a possibility of peace. 

Hoping for a year that exceeds the previous, humankind looks ahead with
dreams. Think about headlines for every New Year. The birth of the first baby
is front page news, and heralds expectation for something different than the
previous year has brought. A baby born just a few minutes past midnight in a
new year is celebrated as the harbinger of hopefulness. Can a few minutes into
a new day make such a significant difference? 

Residents of Visalia seem to think so. The Sun Gazette serving Visalia and
surrounding communities in Central California rejoiced when nine babies were
born in a 12-hour period. The tagline, “A bundle of New Year’s babies brings
hope for 2021,” echoes the sentiment. Elizabeth Gonzales, whose son, Eric,
was the first born of those nine New Year’s babies said, “He is our new
beginning. 2020 was rough on everybody, but it was rough on us, too. 2021
started off pretty good, so let’s just hope we keep going that way.” [1]



This week, as we continue studying Isaiah, we encounter the birth of a baby,
the Prince of Peace, a baby coming with promise and hope to an unjust and
dark world. Isaiah 9:6 tells us this child, this son, will be called “Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” There is a
difference in the hope and promise that comes with this Child. The difference is
certainty, peace, and justice that will reign forever; an eternity with salvation,
exultation, proclamation, and praise to God. 

We read the descriptions of scenes that, while seemingly impossible in a dark
world, are assured in the kingdom of God. The Child we study today provides
the way for us to experience that eternity. Yes, there is hope, and this time it is
absolute. With this Child comes salvation for all who accept.

~Joy Veverka

[1] https://thesungazette.com/article/visalia/2021/01/13/abundle-of-new-years-
babies-bring-hope-for-2021/

For Reflection

Connecting: Think about a time you were expecting a change or a new
experience. How did that hope impact how you approached the situation?

Sharing: Read Isaiah 12:1-6 where the prophet describes the praise that will
come from God’s children. How does that praise fit into the life of God’s
children on a day-to-day basis, even now?

1. God provides comfort and I praise God
2. God is my salvation so I rejoice
3. God calms my fears and I can trust even when I am afraid
4. God has done marvelous things and I can share those wonders with

others
5. I choose to shout and sing God’s praises
6. Other: 

Applying: While many are still meeting in social distancing situations, think of
someone who may be entering 2021 with a sense of loss rather than the
promise of hope. Make contact through text, email, a phone call, or a note
letting them know you are thinking about them and remembering them in
prayer.

Valuing: Read Isaiah 12:1-6, making note of the phrases that speak to your
heart. Thank God for the promises that bring you peace in the promise of
eternity.

Please Visit Our New Website!
If you love our weekly resource Sharing Scripture, and may be wondering how to expand
your small group, we’ve got great news for you. Creative Ministry’s newly refreshed
website hosts a variety of resources for just that! We equip you with friendship
evangelism, small group, community outreach, and healing ministry tools right at your
fingertips. Our website also features Adventist research conducted by Monte Sahlin , as
well as Sharing Scripture archives, ScripShots, and more. And if you’re tired of staring at a
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screen, digital files are available for download as PDFs and to print.

We believe CreativeMinistry.org is an online library you’ll want to be a part of. We’ll see
you there!

If you appreciate using Sharing Scripture as a resource, and you know others who may be
interested, please share these newsletters with your friends. Better yet, have them
personally sign up for this free resource. They can do that by calling by calling
800.272.4664 or by emailing us at creativeministryinfo@gmail.com.

Three decades ago, we created this resource for small groups and Sabbath school
classes, and it continues to bless so many people worldwide. Thank you for your
continued interest in these biblical themes and what they mean to your life and those
people with whom you share it.

Paul Richardson
Executive Director
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