A Message Worth Sharing
For use: September 13 - 19
Texts: 2 Peter 1:12, 16-21; Revelation 19:11-18; Revelation 14:14-20;
Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14; Revelation 14:6-12
“It is apocalyptic.”
That’s how Senator Jeff Merkley described Oregon after driving over 600 miles
up and down the state last week. More than a million acres in Oregon have
been consumed and tens of thousands of people have had to evacuate their
homes. One estimate is that at one point 10 percent of Oregonians had to
leave their homes because of the devastating fires. That doesn’t even describe
what The New York Times reports as a “record-setting 3.1 million acres burned
in California and more than 600,000 acres burned in Washington State.” [1]
Governor Kate Brown of Oregon called the fires a “once-in-a-generation
event.” Ms. Brown said it was clear that the intensity of the wildfires was fueled
by a “perfect fire storm” of conditions, including rapid wind speeds, high
temperatures and decades of drought. In most years over the past decade,
roughly 500,000 acres burned, yet this week alone, she said, more than one
million acres had burned in the state.
“This is a wake-up call for all of us,” she said.
In this week’s Sabbath school lesson, we review a final “wake-up” call for the
world to learn of Christ’s soon return. While the Gospels focus on the first
coming of Jesus, the book of Revelation is dedicated to warning people to
prepare for the Second Coming of Christ. The lesson emphasizes, “It is an
urgent message for this generation.”
The three angels’ messages of Revelation 14 are at the heart of this call to be
ready for the once-in-a-generation event of Christ’s return. On the one hand, it
will be a joyous event for believers who will be escaping the devastation to

come. But on the other hand, there will be significant loss. Prophetic signs
point to a perfect fire storm that is building in our world.
But God’s people have nothing to fear in terms of evacuating their homes or
leaving this planet, for Jesus promised, “Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if
it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that
where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:1-3).
When it seems the whole country is on fire—either literally from forest and
brush fires, or politically, or economically, or educationally, or from the
pandemic—we know that the time is coming when it will be spiritually on fire.
Ultimately, those who feel most safe during any one (or all) of these events are
those who find their comfort, security, and hope in a loving God who wants to
be with you for all eternity.
~Curtis Rittenour
[1] https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/13/us/oregon-wildfires-californiawashington-map.html

For Reflection
Connecting: Have you been impacted in any way by past or present fires? Be
prepared to share your experience, over Zoom, phone, or whichever safe way
you are convening, with your group.
Sharing: Read Revelation 14:6-12. How is this passage a wake-up call for the
world?
1. The first angel’s message is an urgent call for all to accept the everlasting
gospel.
2. The first angel’s message is also a warning that there will be a coming
judgment.
3. The first angel’s message is also an invitation to worship the Creator God
who made the Sabbath.
4. The second angel’s message is to recognize that “Babylon,” a false
system of worship, is fallen.
5. The third angel’s message is to avoid receiving the mark of the beast and
a system of worship that is against God.
6. Other…
Applying: Sharing the three angels’ messages feels intimidating. It’s a strong
message of warning. Come up with three ideas on how a believer might
appropriately share this message in a winning way that communicates
heaven’s love for people.
Valuing: Imagine a fire coming toward your neighbor’s house. Would you
hesitate to run over and warn them? Pray with another person in your group,
over phone, text, Zoom, etc., that this week God will help you be a positive
witness to anyone you encounter about the soon coming of Jesus.

Please Visit Our New Website!
If you love our weekly resource Sharing Scripture, and may be wondering how to expand
your small group, we’ve got great news for you. Creative Ministry’s newly refreshed
website hosts a variety of resources for just that! We equip you with friendship
evangelism, small group, community outreach, and healing ministry tools right at your
fingertips. Our website also features Adventist research conducted by Monte Sahlin , as
well as Sharing Scripture archives, ScripShots, and more. And if you’re tired of staring at a
screen, digital files are available for download as PDFs and to print.
We believe CreativeMinistry.org is an online library you’ll want to be a part of. We’ll see
you there!
If you appreciate using Sharing Scripture as a resource, and you know others who may be
interested, please share these newsletters with your friends. Better yet, have them
personally sign up for this free resource. They can do that by calling by calling
800.272.4664 or by emailing us at creativeministryinfo@gmail.com.
Three decades ago, we created this resource for small groups and Sabbath school
classes, and it continues to bless so many people worldwide. Thank you for your
continued interest in these biblical themes and what they mean to your life and those
people with whom you share it.
Paul Richardson
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