
The Eyes of the Lord: The Biblical Worldview

For use: October 18 - 24
Texts: Proverbs 15:3; Job 12:7-10; Ephesians 6:12; Revelation 20:5, 6; John
1:1-14; Mark 12:29-31

Barna Research periodically surveys American adults to discover how many
have what they consider a biblical worldview. The findings show that only 9%
of all adults hold to a biblical worldview, and only 19% of born-again Christians
believe in such a view.

Barna shares four implications of this trend: First, although most Americans call
themselves Christians and say they know their Bibles, less than 10% of
Americans demonstrate this in their lives. Second, Christian parents are not
teaching this worldview to their children. Barna suggests that you cannot give
what you do not have, and the findings suggest most parents do not possess
this perspective on life. Third, churches, parochial schools and para-church
ministries are apparently failing in passing along this biblical worldview through
Christian education. Finally, a key component of Christianity is to embrace and
live basic biblical principles. There has been, however, no change in the
percentage of born-again adults with a truly biblical worldview in recent years.
[1]

Why are these stats important to us? Because a truly biblical worldview is
expressed in loving, serving actions and can help us live those actions daily.

This week’s lesson indicates that a biblical worldview is the filter through which
we see and understand our natural environment. We can never truly have a
complete and accurate knowledge of our world, but a biblical filter can give us
the best possible viewpoint. This goes beyond just the natural world, including
our understanding of God, helping us gain a glimpse of who God really is.   

A biblical worldview begins with the assumption of the reality of God. With the



understanding of the existence of God as our foundation, we can develop an
attitude of true worship. A worldview that establishes the relationship between
the Creator and the creation leads us to incorporate biblical worship practices
into our lives. This worship will include elements of praise and gratitude,
sprinkled with generous amounts of awe and submission to God’s will. A
biblical worldview that incorporates such worship will then lead us to live lives
of service. 

When we understand that Jesus, who is God in human flesh, is the ultimate
Servant, we will want to emulate His example in the way we live. 

~Chuck Burkeen 

[1] https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2009/march/barna-how-many-
have-biblical-worldview.html

For Reflection

Connecting: Read Barna’s description of a biblical worldview as described in
this Christianity Today article. Do you agree with all of their definitions? Is there
anything you would add or leave out?

Sharing: How would you answer Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz’s question, “Why is
there something instead of nothing?”

1. There has to be something, or else we would not be able to even ask the
question

2. There is something because God ordained it so
3. When we observe the greater universe, we can see that there is both

something and nothing existing side-by-side at the same time
4. Questions like this distract us from the more important questions like “why

is there hunger in the richest nation in the world?”
5. When our education systems instill a true biblical worldview in our

children, we will respond to questions like this with faith and assurance in
God’s existence and loving character

6. Other:

Applying: Whether over Zoom or another safe way you convene, discuss
among your group members ideas that you can implement to increase the
percentage of Christians who live by a biblical worldview. Is there a need to
address this issue in your own congregation? What can you do to help educate
our children to understand and live by a biblical worldview?

Valuing: Is there anything in Barna’s concept of a biblical worldview that
causes you to struggle? Connect over phone or online with a trusted friend and
share whatever you feel comfortable discussing, and commit to pray for each
other to grow in the knowledge and grace of God.

Please Visit Our New Website!
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If you love our weekly resource Sharing Scripture, and may be wondering how to expand
your small group, we’ve got great news for you. Creative Ministry’s newly refreshed
website hosts a variety of resources for just that! We equip you with friendship
evangelism, small group, community outreach, and healing ministry tools right at your
fingertips. Our website also features Adventist research conducted by Monte Sahlin , as
well as Sharing Scripture archives, ScripShots, and more. And if you’re tired of staring at a
screen, digital files are available for download as PDFs and to print.

We believe CreativeMinistry.org is an online library you’ll want to be a part of. We’ll see
you there!

If you appreciate using Sharing Scripture as a resource, and you know others who may be
interested, please share these newsletters with your friends. Better yet, have them
personally sign up for this free resource. They can do that by calling by calling
800.272.4664 or by emailing us at creativeministryinfo@gmail.com.

Three decades ago, we created this resource for small groups and Sabbath school
classes, and it continues to bless so many people worldwide. Thank you for your
continued interest in these biblical themes and what they mean to your life and those
people with whom you share it.

Paul Richardson
Executive Director
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