Creation: Genesis as Foundation
For use: May 17 - 23
Texts: John 1:1-3; Genesis 1:3-5; Exodus 20:8-11; Revelation 14:7; Matthew
19:3-6; Romans 5:12
The most important feature of any well-built home is the foundation.
Foundation problems can greatly affect the viability of the rest of the house.
Angie’s List shares some problems you may experience in your home that are
symptoms of deeper, foundational issues.
A shifting foundation can cause doors to not open or close smoothly, as
settling even a fraction of an inch will cause them to drag. Cracks in your walls
near doors and windows can indicate foundation problems. Balky windows are
another symptom. A gap beneath a garage door indicates that the house is
changing its shape due to a faulty foundation. Of course, an un-level floor is a
clear indication of complications. Even stretched or bulging caulking around
doors and windows are a sign of potential troubles. These seemingly simple,
unrelated issues can be signs of serious structural problems. [1]
Similarly, any proper understanding of biblical truth and the nature and
character of God begins with a solid Scriptural foundation; an improper
understanding of the introductory principles of who God is as the Creator will
skew every other aspect of our theology.
The best storybooks and movies set a foundational stage and then build the
rest of the narrative on it. The Creation story found in Genesis is that
foundation for our understanding of the nature of the universe and the story of
redemption.
In this story, we find the doctrinal basis for our understanding of the Trinity, the
relationship between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Here we also see
the power of God to create and to destroy, and the basis for our worship—God

is the Creator and we are the creation. It also establishes the importance of
human relationships. Just as the Holy Trio worked in equal partnership to
create the heavens and the earth, so the family unit is to live in a state of equal
partnership to establish the building blocks of society.
That's why the Creation story stands in such stark relief to the world we live in
now that is in such a state of disarray. It also reveals the love of God in the
promise of a Redeemer who extends unmerited grace to us. Any
misunderstandings of these basic tenets of the Christian faith signals a shift in
our spiritual foundations and has the potential of altering the way we live our
lives because we have lost our true north as revealed in Creation.
~Chuck Burkeen
[1] https://www.angieslist.com/articles/6-symptoms-faulty-foundation.htm

For Reflection
Connecting: Have you ever lived in a home that just wasn’t right? What
specific problems did you experience? Were you able to identify the root of
those issues?
Sharing: Why is it important to understand Creation as outlined in Genesis?
1. It establishes God as omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent
2. If we try to rationalize the story as anything other than a literal account,
we are placing our knowledge over God’s Word
3. We really don’t have to understand it as a literal account, as long as we
grasp the principles the story teaches
4. If we say it's a story and not a real account of actual events, then we can
spiritualize away the rest of God's claims in Scripture
5. The point of the Creation story is to establish that God made everything,
and that every part of it was good
6. Other...
Applying: Share your own family history of origin, as you understand it. How
far back can you go in your genealogy? Why is it important to know your roots?
When sharing the love of God with others, why is it important to establish that
God is the Creator before you go on to other aspects of God’s character?
Valuing: When did you first learn the biblical story of Creation? What impact
did this have on your life? Pray that God will give you the opportunity to
discuss Genesis' account and its importance to someone this coming week.

Please Visit Our New Website!
If you love our weekly resource Sharing Scripture, and may be wondering how to expand
your small group, we’ve got great news for you. Creative Ministry’s newly refreshed
website hosts a variety of resources for just that! We equip you with friendship
evangelism, small group, community outreach, and healing ministry tools right at your
fingertips. Our website also features Adventist research conducted by Monte Sahlin , as
well as Sharing Scripture archives, ScripShots, and more. And if you’re tired of staring at a

screen, digital files are available for download as PDFs and to print.
We believe CreativeMinistry.org is an online library you’ll want to be a part of. We’ll see
you there!
If you appreciate using Sharing Scripture as a resource, and you know others who may be
interested, please share these newsletters with your friends. Better yet, have them
personally sign up for this free resource. They can do that by calling by calling
800.272.4664 or by emailing us at creativeministryinfo@gmail.com.
Three decades ago, we created this resource for small groups and Sabbath school
classes, and it continues to bless so many people worldwide. Thank you for your
continued interest in these biblical themes and what they mean to your life and those
people with whom you share it.
Paul Richardson
Executive Director
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