
From the Lion's Den to the Angel's Den

For use: Feb 9. - Feb. 15

Texts: Daniel 6, 1 Samuel 18:6-9, Matthew 6:6, Acts 5:27-32, Mark 6:14-29, Hebrews
11:35-38

Neville Allen had been working alongside his mother at a bakery when he decided to step
outside into a courtyard to eat lunch. Because he didn’t return in a reasonable amount of
time, she went out to check on him and found Neville face down on the ground. The young
man had been shot by his girlfriend’s ex-boyfriend.

The Baton Rouge Advocate reports: “Trebien Adams, 22, was booked into jail on one
count of second-degree murder after confessing to the shooting, which he said resulted
from an ‘ongoing feud with the victim regarding a female dating partner,’ according to his
arrest report. Adams told deputies he ‘went to the victim's job to confront him about the
female companion’ but claimed he didn't know the gun was loaded when he pulled the
trigger.” [1]

Adams claims that an accomplice in the car, Jarquin Handy, handed his friend the shotgun
and claimed it was unloaded. Adams said he hadn’t planned to kill Allen, but was going to
just use the weapon to scare him. Whether or not Adams is truthful, it’s clear that jealousy
led him down a deadly path.

In this week’s Sabbath school lesson, we’re studying the story of Daniel in the lion’s den, a
chilling tale that shows to what lengths jealousy can go.

When Darius the Mede took over Babylon, Daniel was recognized as an asset to the
king’s leadership team. So, he was promoted as a chief administrator. But, the
advancement was not met with enthusiasm by the other leaders. When they could find no



fault in Daniel, they conspired to end his life through subterfuge. And Daniel’s jealous co-
administrators in the Media-Persian kingdom knew the gun was loaded when they tricked
King Darius into passing a law that would corner Daniel in a death trap. 

Darius unthinkingly agreed to pass a law presented by the leaders that no one could pray
to anyone but the king for 30 days. It appealed to the monarch’s pride, but ended up
putting Daniel in the lion’s den, something he could not stop since the law could not be
revoked.

The tables turned when Daniel was miraculously saved from the jaws of death. The king
learned that Daniel’s God protected his favorite administrator, and this king ended up
declaring that others should fear, respect, and praise Daniel’s God. The ugly part of this
story took place when justice was meted out to Daniel’s accusers. The gun, as it were,
that was aimed at Daniel, ended being turned on them and they were thrown into the lion’s
den.

~Curtis Rittenour

[1] https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/crime_police/article_45d16cf4-4867-
11ea-b15b-eb34fbe0d63d.html

For Reflection

Connecting: Have you or someone you know ever been unfairly attacked for your faith?
What happened?

Sharing: Read through Daniel 6. Identify which parts of this story describe what will
happen to God’s people at the time of the end.

1. Jealousy will drive leaders to attack those who are faithful to God.
2. The final issue of contention will center around unwavering worship of the Lord.
3. Laws will be put in place to destroy people who will maintain loyalty to God’s law.
4. Enemies of heaven will seek to end the lives of the faithful.
5. God’s people will be miraculously delivered.
6. Other…

Applying: A fellow church member shares that their employee is pressuring them to
“cook” the books and lie to the government in order to avoid paying certain taxes. They
know they will lose their job if they resist. What advice would you give this person?

Valuing: Have you been tempted to compromise your faith? Pray with one other person in
your group and ask God to help you both to be faithful to the Lord this coming week,
especially when threatened with danger.

Please Visit Our New Website!
If you love our weekly resource Sharing Scripture, and may be wondering how to expand
your small group, we’ve got great news for you. Creative Ministry’s newly refreshed
website hosts a variety of resources for just that! We equip you with friendship
evangelism, small group, community outreach, and healing ministry tools right at your
fingertips. Our website also features Adventist research conducted by Monte Sahlin , as
well as Sharing Scripture archives, ScripShots, and more. And if you’re tired of staring at a
screen, digital files are available for download as PDFs and to print.

We believe CreativeMinistry.org is an online library you’ll want to be a part of. We’ll see
you there!

If you appreciate using Sharing Scripture as a resource, and you know others who may be
interested, please share these newsletters with your friends. Better yet, have them
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personally sign up for this free resource. They can do that by calling by calling
800.272.4664 or by emailing us at creativeministryinfo@gmail.com.

Three decades ago, we created this resource for small groups and Sabbath school
classes, and it continues to bless so many people worldwide. Thank you for your
continued interest in these biblical themes and what they mean to your life and those
people with whom you share it.

Paul Richardson
Executive Director
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