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Education in Arts and Sciences

For use: November 29 - December 5
Texts: Romans 1:18-21; Psalm 19:1-6, 96:9; Genesis 3:6; 1 Timothy 6;
Proverbs 1; Job 38

As a result of the CORONA-19 virus, numerous universities and colleges are
shuttering arts and science programs. For example, Valparaiso University in
Indiana recently announced that it was phasing out several academic
programs.

Valparaiso University’s spokeswoman Nicole Niemi shared, “The university will
no longer enroll students in its secondary education major, theatre major and
minor, Chinese minor, French major, and Greek and Roman studies major and
minor.” [1]

The university was already suffering a shortage of students in certain programs
and furloughed 200 employees this spring after the pandemic hit. The music
department was sliced back, along with the elimination of men’s soccer and
tennis programs. Even the university president’s salary was cut by 30 percent.

Those who may not have a heart for arts and sciences might think, “Whatever.
These aren’t really essential programs anyway.” But this week’s lesson study,
“Education in Arts and Sciences,” isn’t so flippant about these areas of study.

The Bible provides a strong foundation in both art and science, in beauty and
origins. Scripture outlines God as the originator of life and creativity. The
Psalmist draws our mind, through music and poetry, to the glories of both earth
and sky, as a testimony of a loving Creator. Moses, Paul, and other inspired
writers unhesitatingly identify God as the maker of all things.

When we recognize and worship God as the Creator, our creativity is then
guided by the principles of God’s Word in discovering and expressing the




wonders of our world through mediums such as the arts and sciences that
point to the all-powerful and infinite One who began all things.

~Curtis Rittenour

[1] https://www.nwitimes.com/news/vu-discontinues-7-arts-and-sciences-
programs/article_ae101049-37c4-5d66-93fd-3043173c59b5.html

For Reflection

Connecting: Share an art or science class that you took in high school or
college that you really enjoyed. What most inspired you in this class?

Sharing: Read Romans 1:18-21. What does Paul teach us regarding the
sciences in this passage?

. God’s wrath will be expressed against false sciences and arts
. A revelation of God can be found in nature without Scripture
. The universe reveals the character of a loving Creator
. People without any knowledge of God can discover truths about the Lord
in the sciences
5. Unrighteous people may try to suppress truth about God, but they will be
without excuse
6. Other...

Applying: Your co-worker invites you to a star-gazing party and asks you to
give a short talk on your personal beliefs about the universe. Write out your
first three sentences along with three Bible verses that outline your
convictions.

Valuing: Have you spent time observing God’s creation lately? Why not plan
to meet with someone this next week to go for a walk in nature and to spend a
little time praying and praising the Lord for the beauties of the earth and what
they can teach us, through art and science, about the Creator.

Please Visit Our New Website!

If you love our weekly resource Sharing Scripture, and may be wondering how to expand
your small group, we’ve got great news for you. Creative Ministry’s newly refreshed
website hosts a variety of resources for just that! We equip you with friendship
evangelism, small group, community outreach, and healing ministry tools right at your
fingertips. Our website also features Adventist research conducted by Monte Sahlin, as
well as Sharing Scripture archives, ScripShots, and more. And if you're tired of staring at a
screen, digital files are available for download as PDFs and to print.

We believe CreativeMinistry.org is an online library you’ll want to be a part of. We'll see
you there!

If you appreciate using Sharing Scripture as a resource, and you know others who may be
interested, please share these newsletters with your friends. Better yet, have them
personally sign up for this free resource. They can do that by calling by calling
800.272.4664 or by emailing us at creativeministryinfo@gmail.com.
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Three decades ago, we created this resource for small groups and Sabbath school
classes, and it continues to bless so many people worldwide. Thank you for your
continued interest in these biblical themes and what they mean to your life and those
people with whom you share it.

Paul Richardson
Executive Director

Go to Website

www.creativeministry.org | 800.272.4664.
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