Ministry in the New Testament Church
For use: Aug 25 - 31
Texts: Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37; 9:36; Matthew 25:38, 40; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Romans
12; James 1:27; 2:1-9
Recently, nearly 57,000 people met at Oshkosh, Wisconsin, not in a stadium for a game
between two teams vying for titles, but for the purpose of worship, sharing, learning, and
serving. This group of Pathfinders from around the world left a mark on the area as well
as they probably did on the places they traveled through to get there. And, this group did
not just stay in their campground: they spilled out into the community. [1]
Some served in capacities of need that became evident as the camporee progressed.
One large group of attendees made a difference by carrying trash bags as they went
about their daily activities. Everywhere they went, these Pathfinders picked up trash.
Known as the “NPUC Trash Brigade,” they met a specific need that made the experience
better for others.
Meanwhile, smiling-faced young people from Miami Central Spanish Adventist Church
helped out with Feeding America of Eastern Wisconsin. One young man expressed the
joy of serving, of being involved in ministry by saying, “We want to be here just like
Jesus, and reflect His image the way we’re helping people just like He did.” [2]
In our lesson this week, we study about the outcome of Jesus’ ministry on earth and how
ministry takes on many different forms. The disciples, the believers, and those who were
joining this group, carried forward both the mission and commission of Jesus. As Jesus
had lived, followers were invited to live.
Following is an active, and sometimes even an uncomfortable path. Not everyone sees
situations in the same way, not everyone has the same talents, and not everyone has
the same intentions. As we read Acts, this is evident. Organization was needed to ensure
the focus remained broad and was not reduced a narrow aspect.
As the focus of a movement stays expansive enough to include outreach, sharing the
mission, and meeting needs of everyone, the necessity for specific skills becomes even
more evident. Dorcas had a specific and much needed ministry that probably was not
met by any of the disciples.

Though called to different ministries, the principles of generosity and justice are natural
outcomes in the lives of those whose main goal is to abide by the example set before us
by Jesus. The ultimate message, the overarching purpose was the same for the New
Testament church as for the church today: to serve so that others are drawn to the
remarkable person of Jesus.
~Joy Veverka
[1] https://gleanernow.com/feature/you-are-chosen?
utm_source=GleanerWeekly&utm_campaign=4c9e7dbfb5GLEANERWEEKLY_AUGUST_22_2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8f9cae15474c9e7dbfb5-16404257&mc_cid=4c9e7dbfb5&mc_eid=816b882352
[2] https://gleanernow.com/media/2019/august/pathfinders-partner-feeding-americanad?utm_source=GleanerWeekly&utm_campaign=4c9e7dbfb5GLEANERWEEKLY_AUGUST_22_2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8f9cae15474c9e7dbfb5-16404257&mc_cid=4c9e7dbfb5&mc_eid=816b882352

For Reflection
Connecting: As class is beginning, ask members to make a line, then ask the question,
“What could happen, and how many extra people could be invited if we pooled our lunch
resources today?” Fold the line, bringing the last person around to the first and have
those across from each other share ideas.
Sharing: Read 2 Corinthians 8:7-15. What is the heart of the message of this passage?
1. At first people gave as they could, but now it is important to save one’s resources.
2. The important thing about giving is that you must always give more than others
give.
3. There is not an exact amount of how much you should give; the most important
thing is that you are willing to give, to share, to be generous with what you have.
4. You should only give to those you feel need it.
5. Your faith is measured by how much you give.
6. Other:
Applying: What are some unique ministry needs in your church or community? How
could the talents of Sabbath School members be directed to meet those needs?
Valuing: Think about the passage in Acts 2:42-47 or Acts 4:32-37. Do you feel like you
are a part of a community like these? Would you like to be involved in a group such as
these? Pray that God will lead and direct you to involvement that both fulfills the needs of
others and fulfills your need for involvement and community.

Please Tell a Friend
If you appreciate using Sharing Scripture as a resource, and you know others who may
be interested, please share these newsletters with your friends. Better yet, have them
personally sign up for this free resource. They can do that by calling by calling
800.272.4664 or by emailing us at creativeministryinfo@gmail.com.
Three decades ago, we created this resource for small groups and Sabbath school
classes, and it continues to bless so many people worldwide. Thank you for your
continued interest in these biblical themes and what they mean to your life and those
people with whom you share it.
Paul Richardson
Executive Director
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